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EZEKIEL GHEETEB. 



I. 

THB OHESIVEB MB9. 

These is in the libraiy of the Boston Athendsam a MS. volume 
of Latin and Greek poems, the authorship of which has long been 
erroneously ascribed to Ezekiel Cheever, the famous master of the 
Boston Latin School. 

A few copies of the article entitled *' Ezekiel Cheever and Some 
of His Descendants,'' published by me in the Register for April, 
1879 (xxxiii., 164), were reprinted in pamphlet form for private 
distribution. In this pamphlet edition* there was added, as an 
Appendix, a complete transcript of this MS., then for the first time 
printed in full. 

In an Appendix to another pamphlet, ^ The Cheever Family,"f 
I agam printed these poems and showed conclusively that Ezekiel 
Cheever could not have been the author of them. This pamphlet 
was not published, but was privately printed. The limited edition 
having been long ago exhausted, it is not now accessible to the genea- 
logical investigator. 

However gratifying to the pride of a book collector the possession 
of a rare volume may be, it is nevertheless a great mistake on the 
part of an author, if he hopes to accomplish anything, to print 
privately such a book. The results of his researches never reach 
the general public, and all his labor is in vain. By his own act, he 
deliberately and most unwisely limits and impairs his usefulness. 
In the present instance, notwithstanding what I have brought to 
light, genealogists continue to repeat, as if it had never been dis* 
proved, the statement that Ezekiel Cheever was the author of these 
poems. 

In order to insure greater publicity to the correction of this 
error, now hoary with age, for two generations of antiquaries have 
given it credence, and antiquaries for generations to come will, I 
fear, follow blindly in their footsteps until it becomes hopeless to 
attempt a refiitation, I have thought it incumbent upon me to say 
again in the Segisteb what I have said in the pages of this now 
rare pamphlet and so reach a larger audience than before. 

The Athenseum MS. is a small book, a little more than three 
inches wide and four inches long, bound in thick leather covers, 

* Ezekiel Cheever and Some of his Descendants. Bj John T. Hassam, A.M. Bos- 
ton: David Clapp ft Son, 1879. 8vo. pp. iv., 64. A copy was also placed in the library 
of the New -England Historic Greneaiogical Society and in a few other libraries of 
Boston and vicinily. 

t The Cheever Family. By John T. Hassam, AM, Privately printed. Boston : 1896. 
D. Clapp & Son, Printers, 291 Congress St. 8vo. pp. 64. 






containing in all, including fly leaves, one hundred and twenty 
pages. On the first leaf is the date "1631," on the second " E2 
Cheeuer his booke," the poems themselves, all in Latin, excej 
last two in Greek, beginning on the third. The pages an 
numbered, but, in the pamphlet edition, in order to facilitate i 
ence to the original, numerals, corresponding with the pages 
MS. as they now are, were added in the margin in brackete 
first page on which the poems begin being numbered page [1* 
so on consecutively. The poems now fill the first forty-seven 
of the MS., but after page [18*] and page [20*] a leaf in 
case seems to have been torn out. On nineteen other pages 
are entries in short-hand. These were deciphered by Willia 
Upham, Esq., of Salem, who found them to be texts of Scri| 

In printing this MS. no alteration was designedly made 
Some typographical errors will perhaps escape notice after the 
careful proof reading. But no correction of even the most o\ 
of the many corruptions of the text was attempted, and the 01 
raphy and punctuation of the original were carefully reti 
The only exceptions to this rule were that the titles of the s 
poems were printed in capitals instead of small letters ; th( 
"Fabula*' on page [14*] and the general title ''Carmina" 
added; in three cases small letters were made capital lette 
one instance a comma was inserted ; and the grave accents ov 
particles were generally omitted. 

The pages numbered in the pamphlet [16a*] [165*1 [ 
[16rf*] [17a*] and [47a*] are not now to be found in the ! 
script in its present condition. Their loss was supplied b; 
they were reprinted from, the Rev. Ezekiel Cheever Whitr 

t Ezekiel Cheever Whitman, son of the Rev. Samuel and Grace [Cheever] "W 
was bom in Ashby, Sept. 17| 1783. He had his name changed to Ezekiel Ch 
1828, died in Will lam sburs, Mass., in April, 1862, and was buried. Mar 1, 
Goshen, Mass., where his mther had formerly been installed as pastor of the 
He was the author of the following : 

"Aketcbetf of %i% life; | Accompanird bt | Eight Discourses; | toobthrb w 
xnc Effusions, I on various occasions and topics. | ^t Ezbkibl Chbbtbr. I 1 
good to me— to write— that thou mightest know | the certainty.— J&ujto't Prefoice to his 
Korti)ami>ton: | John Mktgalf .... Printer. | 1:835.^* ,| ' 

It is a 12mo. of 297 pages, the first 110 being an autobiography dated Cnmn 
Mass., Aug. 10, 1835. 

On page 93 he says : 

** In the month of June, 1828, 1 obtained by a vote of the Legislature, a change of 
from Ezekiel Cheever Whitman to Ezekiel Cheever. In the Autumn following I publi 
such omissions as I thousht to be proper, the di»courKe that was preached by the Re 
Mather, D.D., at the fUneral of my ancestor [Ezekiel Cheever], who came ftom Londo 
ton in 1037, and was seventy years a teacher of the F^anguages; first at New Haven 
afterwMrds at Ipswich, Charlestown and Boston, with a rac-simile of his hand writli 
from his manuscript, from which was published about eight pages, on different subject 
in Lon«1on; and besides which, there were others written in America, as: Prisdanua 
et vaptUans ; and a Poem addressed to Queen Anne, with several lines of Qreek subjol 
which, without doubt, was written at Boston near the close of bis life." 

On page 95 he adds : 

"In the Summer of 1830, 1 left the aforenamed manuscript at the Boston Athene 
copy I transcribed, with Mr. Leverett. A transfer of the manuscript was requested b^ 
Mr. Felt, <>f Hamilton, in whose care I left In 1831, another manuscript of severa 
pages quarto, by the same author, on the mathematics, and on other discussions. Hi 
the Millennium published in America, I have never seen; and whether any copies of 1 
in being I am unable to say." 
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abridgment of the Corderius Americanus. The abridgment also 
contained the whole of the poem entitled " Fabula/' the greater part 
of" Christus in Cruce " and " Natalitia Christi Mundi Redemptoris." 
At the top of page [19*] in the MS. the words " See page 50 " 
are written in a modern hand. Page [47*] is marked " Page 50 " 
at the top. The four lines of the ^EwiK-^Seiov at the bottom of the 
latter page are in the same modem hand, and were probably copied 
from the page now lost, which preceded page [19*]. 

In the pamphlet first above referred to, I showed that the epi- 
grams on pages [21*] [42*] [43*] [44*] [45*] and [46*] are 
the Epigrams of Martial, XI. 56 ; IX. 92, 91 ; III. 26, 38, and 
I. 76, 79, respectively ; that the lines on page [41*] are from the 
Satyricon,.Cap. 14 and Fragmenta 44 of Petronius Arbiter; and 
that the second of the two poems on page [47a* j is ascribed, in the 
Anthologia Palatina, IX. 359, to Posidippus or Plato Comicus. 

Since that pamphlet was printed, Professor Henry W. Haynes of 
Boston has called my attention to the fact that the poems entitled 
"De Philomela et Fidicine" and ''Fabula," on pp. [1*] and [14*] 
respectively, are from the Prolusiones Academicae of Famianus Strada, 
and that in the Bodleian Library at Oxford there is a copy of " En 
Priscianus Verberans et Vapulans," 4to. London 1632, identical 
with the poem on page [22*] of the pamphlet, the author being 
unknown. 

It is probable that further investigation will determine the ques- 
tion of the authorship of others of these poems. 

The Rev. Ezekiel Cheever Whitman in his autobiography states 
that some of these poems were written in America, and cites the 
" Priscianus Verberans et Vapulans " and " a poem addressed to 
Queen Anne " which he says " without doubt was written at Boston 
near the close of his [Ezekiel Cheever's] life." But as has already 
been shown, the " Priscianus Verberans et Vapulans " was published 
in London in 1632, five years before Ezekiel Cheever came to 
America and before he had even entered the University of Cam- 
bridge. There is also a singular confusion of dates in the latter 
part of this statement. The other poem is not " a poem addressed to 
Queen Anne " but an *E7rtKiJ8ctov, an elegy, written on the occasion 
of her death. But Queen Anne, who was proclaimed Queen of 
[England, March 8, 1702, died Aug. 1, 1714, nearly six years after 
the death of Ezekiel Cheever, who died in Boston, Aug. 21, 1708. 
The absurdity of the statement that this poem was without doubt 
*' written at Boston near the close of his life " thus becomes appar- 
ent. In point of fact it was written nearly a century before, on the 
death of another Queen Anne — Anne of Denmark, wife of James 
I. of England. She died March 2, 1618-19. The reference in the 
poem to Queen Elizabeth, 

quae rerum nuper fiectebat habenas, 
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and to the cometf of 1618, clearly establisli this. 

Hoccine erat mode quod tantum fnlgere Cometam 
Vidimus, e terris et te poscebat Oljmpo ? 

But in 1619, Ezekiel Cheever was a mere child and cot 
have '^lisped in numbers'' such as these, however precocio 
may admit him to have been. 

The lines on page [18*], entitled ^Li Dedmum septimuni 
9 ^'^S" commemorate the death of " Bloody Marv,'' who died 
17, 1558. 

SuBtulit ilia trucem, lux 6 memoranda, Mariam 
Semper JSvangeliciB lax veneranda pib. 

The news of her deaih was received with demonstrations c 
light throughout die kingdom. It was looked upon as a nai 
deliverance. 

The autobiography published in 1835, and the abridgment o 
Cord^us Americanus published in 1828, had for a frontispi 
copper plate fao-simile of the ^* Carmen Genethlxacon," and it 
said to be a ^* Fao-Simile o£ the Manuscript of Ezekiel Ch< 
Written in London and dated 1631.^' This frontispiece wslb pi 
electrotyped for the "Cheever Pedigree" compiled by Wm 
Trask, Esq., in 1878, and the plate so prepared was again use 
illustrate tixe artide on " Ezeldsl Cheever and Some of his 
scendants," before referred to. 

The page containing the " Carmen Genethliaeon " ia wanting 
the manuscript to-day, bo that we are unable to compare the 
simile with the original. But assuming it to be an exact reproc 
tion, it is not a fac-simile of the handwriting of Ezekiel Ghee' 
In fact, nothing in the whole book, except the autograph on the 
leaf, is in the hand of Ezekiel Cheever. A carefid eomparisoj 
the manuscript page by page with writings undoubtedly his j 
signed by him, although of later date, renders this certain. 

Yet the MS. was xmquestionably in his possession, and has Ci] 
down to our own day in the hands of his lineal descendantai* Wb 
did he vobtadn it ? In this connection the date 1631 on the fly Ic 
Msuming k to have been written by him, which however is i 
asserted, becomes fiignificant. In 1631, Ezekiel Cheever wae 
*^£Iue Coat Boy" in London. The records of Chriet's Hospit 

f* And now the Seavent declare I3ie Glorr dT Gt)d : A migfaty Blazing Coma appe 
in Ldifra^ whose bearded Beam$ covered the Vir^ S^. it began on Wednesa 
Horning, the 18th of November this Tear [An, Ckristi 1618] ana vanished awaj 
WedneaOau the i6th of Deeember following/* ** The ^rst remarkable Accident tl 
hai^nened m Enaland after this Prodieions^ore^mnner, was the Death of Queen ^ 
who died of a JDrcpaie at Harapion-uourtt and thence brought to her Palae0 in t 
Strand, for Hie more trimnphant Giory of her Obaequiee, liie common People, w 
natarally admire their Prtnees, placing them in a lUffion above ordinary Morta 
thought this great Light in Heaven was sent as a Flambeau to her Funerai; their da 
Minds not discovering while this Blaze was burning, the Fire of War that broke out 
Bohemia, wherein maixv Thowaftpda j[i6dflh«d." WjJma'^ JM» and Beign of Eh 
James the First (ii. 719). 



London, sKoir that he was i;iot ^prefitured to the Yai^aersltf of 
ei&mbrid" until April 2T» 1033. Qut we kxow that in 1631 he 
received a legacy of money and booJcB. ^e will of the Rev. 
Ezekiel CMyerwell,t the Puritan divine and author, probated in 
London, May 9, 16dl, contains the following: 

^li^m to lil^^isvwt^ Pavers, {pr h^ea^ up^l hf^ 9m B^^etd^ t^ 



3!iie t^alAtor fv^^tm #ay« : 

M AH my Latin books I will to be divided in ibree parts, eqnalfy as may 
be and then, by lot, to give to Nicholas Picoard oiae kt, to Josias Wilson 
%(|Qt]k^ lot^ ^ tlur4 iat to £^zek^U Q^^oji^ra*'' 

It would eeeos, on fiiet thou^te, not unreasonable to assume that 
Ais MS. volume was one of the booka he reoeived und^r the terms 
of this will. 

But thip assumptioQ fails when on refbrriog to the poem ^ De 
Gestis, Successibi^ et Yifitpriis Se^ ^ueaiapi in Germaniaj^'' pa 
page [16a*] we find : 

t^ lipi^ testis 
Q\M& modo verten^ lohoiieAt^ tiaiga piidcurci 
|^fiQiK»uo^ vidiati adeg, nbi TiUias ingei^ 
TVi^vifi, Austriaesi ^^os e^ tat^ Vienna 
Fagit, et indecores retro convertit habenas : — 
****** 

Qoc TU^iim est, QUO j|iiia tm moJi^njQpie^ta fororis 
Qai^deret Mfigdenb^rgam ; — ^japi Tajio sa»vim 
Indioit victis j^ mortem ac valn^ra leges,^ 
Et vindicta tois cradelia facta reponit. 

This fixes beyond doubt the date of this poem. It was written 
in tho latter part of the year 1631. For Magdeburg was taken in 
May, 1631, and.the battle of Breitenleld wa« fought in September, 
1631. 

The Carmen GenethliacoQ, o;^ page [17ci^*1» commemorates the 
birtib of the Princess Maipy, daughter of Charlea I. She was bom 
Nov. 6, 1631. 

This book d(e?e|pre eo^ld POt ha^c^ l>elpi\ge# to tb^. Rev. S;^ktel 
Cniverweil, who was buried April 14, 1631. 

To sum up the case. The authorship of many of these poems is 
definitely known. Some even are elasaics. None of them are in 
£zekiel Cheever's handwriting, and the possibility that he could have 
written any of those the authorship of wluch is unknown, or rather 
as yet unascertained^ is e^^tremely slight. 

T he other manuscript, referred to by the Bev. Szekiel Cheever 
Whitman in his autobiography as ^ iipother manuscript of several 
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hundred pages quarto/* was given by John Cheever, of Manchei 
to him in 1831. He gave it to the Rev. Joseph B. Felt, by w^ 
it was presented to the Massachusetts Historical Society, and J 
now in the library of that Society. j 

It is a small quarto, containing in its present condition 402 pa| 
It begins abrupdy on page 13. The first twelve pages are wantil 
Eight other pages have been torn out. Pages 13 to 43, inclusij 
are numbered in a hand contemporaneous with the writing of ] 
text. Pages 44 to 105, inclusive, are numbered in a modem hai 
The other pages are not numbered. It consists of the follow] 
" Disputationes " in Latin prose : 

Caput 2d°^. An idem sit finis et bon°^ et fi oia agant pter finem. Ca] 
3. N'" detur finis simptr ultimus et aniens. Gapat 4t°^. Quomodo causa 
dse intendant finem ultim'". Cap. 5t°^. Ostenditur in quo cdsistat faelici 
Objectiva. Caput 6t°*. De faelicitate forti. Caput 7*^°* ™. Ostenditur 
quo actii animse raatis cdsistat fselicitas formalis. Caput 8. Solvunt 
nonullae obtjones. Caput 9°*. An sit aliqua faelicitas supemaarti in h 
Vita et in quo actu cdsistat. Cap. 10. De naarti hois fselicitate. 

Problema 25. 

Disputatio 2da. De actibus humanis. 

Cap. 1. De quibusdam ignorantise distinctionib". Cap. 26!°^, Quid c 
Yoluntari"^ et quotuplex. Caput 3°^. Quenam ignorantia causet actione: 
involuntariam. Caput 4t°^. An que fiunt ex metu ira et concupiscent] 
siut voluntaria. 

Problema 26. 

Disputatio 3ia. De Passionibus animi. 

Cap. 1. Cap. 2d°^. Praemittuntur nonnulla de anima raati ejus(| sed 
in corpore. Cap. 3™. De ordine et numero Passion™. Cap. 4t™. De pa< 
sionibus simplicibus. Caput 5t°^. De reliquis passionibus. 

Problema 27. 

Disputatio 4t^ De actibus humanis quas circa 
medium et finem versantur. 

Cap. 1. De cogndne requisita ad intentionem finis. Cap. 2d°^. De Con 
Bult&ne et deliber&ne« Cap. 3. De libero arbitrio. 

Problema 28. 

Disputatio 5t*. De Virtutibus moralibus. 

Cap. 1. Quid sit Virtus. Cap. 2d™. De causis virtu t™ morali™. Capui 
3tium^ De causa morti sive subjectiva virtutum morali™. 

Caput 3™. Actus extrus et intrinsecus comparantur inter se. Cap. 4 
N™ idem actus potest dd bonus et mains. Item n™ dentur actus indifier- 
entes. Caput 5. Qusenam sit regula action™ humanar™. Cap. De fonU' 
ali peccati commissionis [«ic]. Appendix. De omissione pura libera. 
Problema ultim™, 

Summa cap. 6. Summa cap. 7. Summa cap. 8. Summa cap. 9. 
Summa cap. 10. 

Disputationes in pbysicam generale. Prooemi™. 
Disputatio 1*. De principijs corporis nartis. 

Cap. 1™. An Principia intrinseca corporis nartis recte dicantur ab Arte. 
Quae nee ex se invicem necj ex alijs sed ex ipsis omnia. Caput 2*". Vtr™ 
1* cdtraria sint 1* principia. Caput 8™. De numero pri^ior™ ver™ narfi™. 
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«'»ofJ(iincliet Caput 4, Ostenditur dan mftam l*m. Caput 5*°». Utr" p6tia mte ad 
^' ^filt, by ^|| iiiiug effiam spectet Caput 6*™. An m&a 1* git pura potia. Caput 7. An 
Wety, and i| m&a possit §d absc]^ 61 forma substiati. Caput 8°^. Quomodo m&a se habeat 
ad fonnas accidentoles. Cap. 9. De appetitu m&ae et quibusdam alijs ad 
iitionHJim ^^ ^^^san. spectantibus. Caput 10. An dentur formas snbstiales, et quid 
yggjug jjf sint Caput 11. De origine et productione formar™. Caput 12. De Priv- 
L i» . .7 atione. Summa capitis libri 2di Physicoi^. Summa cap. 1. Summa cap. 
,)/°v, 2. cap. 3 summa. Summa cap. 4, 5, 6. Summa cap. 7. Summa cap. 8. 
'^Hofi Summa cap. 9. 



' tie foUowi^ 



Disputfi 2da. De nda et composite substiati. 
Cap. !• Quid sit natura. Caput 2d°^. Quibusnam cdveniat rfi naae. 
Cap. 3. De n&a et Arte. Caput 4^°. De unione inter m&am et f ormam. 
.fiflem. Cm ^*P^^ ^*™ -^^ ^^^ Physic"* includat essensiali"* materiam. 
modocml Disputatio 3». de causis. 

)6istat£feliciti Cap. 1. Quid sit causa. Caput 2d°*. Quotuplex sit causa. Cap. 3. De 
Ostenditur fl nomiullis alijs ad c&am in cdj spectantibus. Caput 4^. Causae comparan- 
S. Solyonti! tnr inter se et cum suis effectibus. Caput 5. De causa efficiente. Caput 6. 
naarii in Jiv De quibasdam divisionibus causes efficientis. Caput 7. De causalitatibus 
to, causae primes. Cap. 8. De ooncursu et prsedeterminlUie Physica. Caput 9. 

De causa finali. 
Caput 2. De unitate specifica et numerica motus. Caput 3°*. De motu 
!". Qaidsi reflexo. Caput 4. De motu gravi™ descendenti™ et laevi"* ascendenti™. 
et actiones Caput 5. Ostenditur causa cur motus gravi'" descendenti"* sit velocior et 
x^apiscentii resde habeat moyement"* Velocitis qd proprins ad terram gravia accedant 
Caput 6. Quasnam sit proportio et ratio juxta quam fiat movement™ velo- 
citis in motibus gravi™ descendenti™. Cap. 7. Ostenditur causa cur pro- 
moveantur proijectilia. Caput 8°*. ^grsegi°* n&ae Phaenominon ezplicatur 
jusq sede 6jus^ cfta redditur. 
. DejMM- Disjputatio 5**. De Continue. 

Cap. 1. Explicatur senfia Zenonis. Cap. 2^™. Ostenditur Sentia Arlis 
et difficuttes. Caput 3. Alia de hac re sentia explicantur. 
Disputatio sexta. De infinite. 
Cap. 1, Quid sit infinit™ et an dari possit naturali™. Caput 2d™. An 
)eCon- dari possit actu infinit™ abs(]t contradictione. Cap. 3. Solvuntar argu- 
menta. 

Disputatio septima. De loco et vacuo. 

Cap. 1. Quid sit locus. Cap. 2*™. Explicatur Senfia Veter™ de nfta 

Japut XiOci. Cap. 3. Proponuntur qstiones nonnullas de Loco in ordine ad 

XiOcat™. Cap. 4*™. An detur Vacuum. Caput 5. Befelluntur arg£a qae 

p^ 4^ adferuntur ad proband™ 5 dari vacu™. Caput 6. An motus possit fieri in 

ier- Vacuo. 

;rm- Disputatio 8™. De tempore, 

era. Cap. 1. Quid sit tempus. Cap. 2. De inceptione et desitione ver™. 

g Disputationes in physicam specialem. Praefatiuncla in quatuor Libros 

de coelo. 

Disputatio prima. De mundo. 
Cap. 1. Quaedam de mundi perfectione. Caput 2d™. De mundi aeter- 
nitate. 

0. 

m Disputatio secunda. De Co^lo. 

1^ C^^P- 1« Proponuntur et resolvuntur qstiones nonnullas de n&a Coeli. 
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Caput fid. D« inflmn corpwM eoelMti^ in knc laferiera. Ch^uk tevO^. 
De qoibaidain aSeetioBibiis q® oealo edYeniont 

Tractate astiro^Qmicw. Pyocpmipw^ 
Cap* 1" Jh toto mundo m C!o$. Cap, 2, De mwill Lqoo.. Pap. 9. 
De jnimdi motUf Caput 4t°** De> mwdi figura. Caput 5**t Pa muii,^. 
omtitate et iiiafi|iitu4i4e, C»put 6, Pe o^nodi LmmAQ et mb^l^ Qa^ 7« 
Oe Uttmejrp a?5lunar°* ^sq tPt™ fwel™ ii|iplereii(. 

Cap. 3. De Loco Iuiub. Cap. 4. De Lnnas motn. Cap. 5^ Pe IL^WP 
illumin&ie. Cap. 6. De Lunas macali^ eju8(]t e(x;lypsibii9, Caput 7. De 
splis magnitudin^. Caput 9. De solis motibus. Caput. 9. Pc^ soils ecljrp- 
sibus. 

Tractatus uldmua^ D^ reliquis owQribua plauetui et stieUis $2^, 
Cap. 1. De SatnmOy joye, et marte. Caput 8ecund°^. Pe firmameato 
et 9tellis fizis. 

Appendix. De Gcmietis. 

Prsefatiuncula in iibros« De Generatione et corraptiene. 

Disputatio 3^ In phy&m enpealem de generftie et idter'ne. 

Cap. 1. <^uid sit Qeneratio. Caput 2. An ^t resolutio ad mftam 

primam usqe. Caput 3. De alteratione. Cap. 4t'^. Qua raticxne fiat i^r 

tensio (][ualitat°^. 

Disputatio 4^« I^ quibusdam requisitis ad agend. 
Cap. 1. N*" simile potest a^ere in ^mile. Cap. 2. Froppnuntiir noor 
nullas qusestiones necessariae. 

Disputatio 5^. Pe Elemontis. 
Cap. J. Quid sit dement^. Cap. 2*", Pe ua4 dwaeu^ri* quaUlatt"^, 
Caput 3f Pq mUtioue et mistUi« 

Disputatio sezta. In libros de anima. 
Caput l"^- Ostenditor quid sit anima. Caput 2. Quomodo dividatur 
anima. Caput tertt^- An anima sit diyisiblis. Caput 4^* Qusenam |ttes 
corporis habeant animan). Caput 5. Quomodo cUstatnr fta a suis po? 
tentijs. 

Disputatio 7. De anima YegitatiYa. 
Cap. 1. De ejus exisSa et nali. Caput 2. Quid sit poientia EUtiiUT^ 
et quid sit nutritio. Caput 3. De accretione. 

Disputati€» 8. De anima sensitiya. 
Cap. 1. Quid fl|t anima s^isitiya. Caput 2d». De ezistia t^eder""; 
sensibili*. 

Disputatio 9. Pe pensibus Qxteruis. 
Cap. 1. De Visu. 

These ^^ Disputationes ^ ave in different hiuids, but none of tbem 
are in the handwriting of Ezekiel Oheever. Several of them beaic 
dates, e, g. May 9, 1664, May 18, 1664, May 26, 1664, Jun^ 1, 
1664, and Feb. 21, 1665, in a contemporary hand. TIiq d^tq 
May 20, 1664, in Djisputalip Tertii^, Cfi^p^ J., i^ in a modem hand. 

Problema ultimum, on the one bimdi^ a^d fifty-sixth page, is 
signed Henry Millar. This may serve as a clue for further inveeti«- 
gations. This problem aod several othora are illustrated by dia- 
grams. 
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Ldttbbs 07 EzBSXBif Cbxewm to 9Z8 Bov TOSS BsTt Samu:kx< 
Cheeyer. 

In the article entitled ''Ezekiel Cheever and Some of His 
Descendant8»" I printed a &afi;inent of a letter from Ezekiel Gbeeyer 
to hia eon, the Bev. Samuei Cheever, minister at Marblebead, in. 
the hope that it might lead to the recovery of the whole letter, 
I had made, both before and after the printings of that frag- 
ment, misuccessful efforts to discover the origmal^ and having 
without avail feirly exhausted every source of information known to 
me, had begun to fear that it was hopelessly lost, when at the salfi 
in 1891, of autograph letters and historical documents collected by 
the late Professor E. H. Leffingwell, of New Haven, Conn., the 
ci^ of Boston* purchased certain documents, and among them the 
original letter. In the pamphlet entitled ^ The Cheever Family '^ it 
was for the first time printed in full. It is as follows : 

Bostomj Nov, Sl^" ium 10^< Vi^sp. 
Chare mi. 

Accepi ab bospite epistoUom tunm 24^ Nov, postfestuia, ex quo pricn*es 
liras te salutd^sse literas, intemdentibus aullis, cognosco. Optotum iter 
hor& institutll perfed. Cant ad patrem profectus sum. Quem Yer5 k 
fronte qu^erebam, a tergo Bostonij inscias reliqoL Ne tamen iter ex totQ 
inf elix et invitum esset, visum est negotinm cam matre cpfliimieare ; quasi 
etiam si rem totam edAasem, subverebar ne ipsam alieaH et minus amioam 
baberem* £z «olloquio intellezi duos prius tibi significatos virginem 
petijsse, quorG neutr. vel addieta, vel f aeilis Se videtqr^ Ista objecit in iUis, 
uno saltem, qnas in te non competant. Mat^ nihil impedimenti praestraziti 
sed via apertam, et aditum liberam ut sperem, induzit. Totum tamen ne- 
gotium marito et filiae comittendnm censuit. Yaledicens tandem domum 
sedeo* Jn reditu eeoe, obviam venit quem qu^rebam, ffellx interpretabar 
auspidqm oo^arsum ejus. Yirum aggresfus sum, qpmiter ^alutavi, paucis 
itinens eausam dixi, et quioquid in rem visum est, de fortoois tuis narro, 
interna alionun judido et teatimpnio mandans. Amice me tractavit vir 
prodens vuUu et vooe. Ne verbnm quidem alienum et adversum. Sed 
totmn consilium ad filial sententiam referebat. Hckc tamen mihi exoranti 
ocmoessit, ut ipse Bast* revert^is (quod fore sub misdiam septim«»am orede- 
bat) me 4omi meaa qonveniret, et de toio negotjo oertiDrem faoeret. £}^ 
quo Ipsum non vidi, nee quiequa audivi: sed in horas singulas e^ecto. 
Quid quaeris? Si me audie, qxm i^PP^ent invitare videutur omnia. Siio- 
cessus est penes Deum* Prudena futuri tempons ezitiim qaliginosa nocte 
premitdeiMu Qui jubet, et melius, qui^m tu tibi, eonsulat, opto* Si quid 
int»ea darius eluxerit, mode nundqs continga^, tibi prsemitliam. liae^ 
ctenatus et dormitims scripsi. Yale* 

Nos adventu tuil matqrom et Tui studiosiasi < pater 

juoundii ezpeetemos* £z ; Ci^asvien, 

Although the year is not stated, it must have been 1670, for the 
letter was written on Thanksgiving Daj (^post festum)^ and the 

•City Document, 8-1891. 
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General Court* appointed the 24tli of November in that year a day 
of Thanksgiving. And this was the only year, with a single ex- 
ception, during the Colonial period, when Thanksgiving did fall on 
that day of the month. 

That the journey of the father from Boston to Cambridge to ne- 
gotiate a marriage for his son was not unsuccessful, appears from the 
fact that in the following June the latter married Euth Angier, 
daughter of Edmund Angier of Cambridge. 

The original letter f is still in a good state of preservation. But 
Mr. Fowie is mistaken in saying that it was written in red ink. The 
ink is black. The letter fills the first page of a full sheet of paper. 
On the third page, in a modern hand, is the following in red ink^ 
which probably caused Mr. Fowle'is error : 

This Letter from the kind leave of Isaac Mansfield Esq' indulged the 
Subscriber returned to the Owner. 

And on the fourth page in black ink : 
Lent to Brother Bentley July 1818. 

The second page and part of the third are covered, as Mr. Fowle 
says, with a draft of a will of William Beal, senr. It was not un- 
common for our frugal ancestors, in the days when paper was scarce, 
to utilize in this way fly leaves in books, blank pages and backs of 
letters or anything else that could be written upon. 

But there is another letter, still earlier in date, belonging to the 
correspondence on this interesting subject. It is dated Charlestown, 
Dec. 31st, 1669, and is as follows : 

Dulce caput. 

Redditae mihi sunt pridie quse ad me dedisti hospiti li terse, ex quibus 
judicium et consilium tuum facile perspezi, nee contemnendum esse puto. 
Hibema itiuera sunt semper injucunda, plerum(} autem gravia, et molesta, 
viatori praecipue molli et inexperto. In magnis negotijs salubris est cautela, 
mora tamen periculosa, ssepe lethalis. Cavendum est, ne praeda, quam 
secteris, in alienos incidat casses. Num virgo sic procorum expers, et nulli 
obnoxia, me quidem praeterit. Nee res est tuli iudagini matura. Hoc 
unicum accepi. Multi illam petiSre, ilia aversata petentes. Causam vero 
repudij prorsus ignore. Prior morum et virtutis fama novis omatur testi- 
monijs, et receptae fidei authoribus. Laudum tamen splendor hlU5 nubeculll 
obumbratur, ipsa scilicet, (asserente quadam vicina) parca nimis et tenai 
esse videtur. Quod vitium fallit specie virtutis et umbra. D* Hamond 
inter sermones de te, et tuo conjugio ortos, quos cum hospite vestra apud se 
pernoctante habuit, ex conjectural temere affirmavit, te domi, non foraa 
sponsam reperturum. Quod dictum vestra silentio excepit. Nihil praeter 
audltum habeo, sed ipse vir, audiente uxore, banc f abulam recitavit. Divino 
consilio te totum trade, et coelestis providentiae vestigijs, inhaere, et ad op- 

♦ Mass. Col. Rec. iv. Part 11. 464. 

t A heliotjpe copy of this letter may be found in the pamphlet entitled "The Cheever 
Family." 
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ktnm exitnm penrenies. Nihil alind, quod Bcribam, oocurrit. Tui omnes 
alent, et te ex animo salutant Plura coram, et otiosus. Yale. 
Dat : Dec : ultiin^. 69. Tui amantissimus Pater \r- 

tarolotonia. Ez: Cheeveb. ^ 

Hospiti tu8B me omnino excusatu babe, quod ilia in equo transeuntemy ^ 

b me comiter appellante, in sedes ne quidem inyitavi, putavi n. ips& Boat : vT 

iintem ne desceDSura, instante noete, et reverd. uxore condelis condendis -f*, 

ccupata, nee ipsa erat yisu facilis, nee domus hospitio idonea. 

These 

For his dear son Samuel 

Cheever at 

MarbleheacL 

This originalletter was enclosed in a letter dat«d Nov. 6 [1809], 
rem the Rev. Isaac Mansfield of Marblehead, a descendant of 
Czekiel Cheever, to the Rev. John Eliot, D.D., of Boston. It 
ras found after the death of the latter, by his brother Dr. Ephraim 
Cliot of Boston, who sent it, in 1826, to the Rev. Dr. Jenks, by 
p^hom it was presented to the Massachusetts Historical Society, and 
b is now in the library of that Society. 
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